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Western Medical Review hundreds of miles away to announce
that there are eighteen medical colleges in Chicago, and of
these seven ought to be recognized and no more?
The management of the Harvey College have never consid¬
ered it necessary to answer unfounded and unreliable public
utterances, that its methods of teaching are no secrets, but
open to public scrutiny. But since I am a teacher of gynecol-
ogy and abdominal surgery in the Har rey College, I take the
opportunity of laying before the innocent the above facts, so
that the appearance of evil may not arise.
Again, I would request those journals which have entertained
the ideas contained in the heretofore published articles in
regard to Harvey College, to copy this article in the interest of
truth and justice. Respectfully,
Byron Robinson, M.D.
The Physician as a Patient.
Tecumseh, Mich., Nov. 18, 1896.
To the Editor:\p=m-\Whyis it, that an error in diagnosis is so
frequently made when the patient is a physician? Within the
past thirty years, a number of cases have come under the wri-
ter's observation, where an error in diagnosis has been made,
and where the patient has been a member of the medical guild ;
it therefore has occurred to the writer, that if the patient had
not been a member of the medical profession the mistaken diag-
nosis would not so frequently have been made.
Recently a case illustrating the above statement was reported
to the writer, as follows : A physician, age about 53 years, had
been complaining for a few days with a feeling of general
malaise, some fever which increased from day to day, until the
patient was taken to bed. A neighboring physician was called
to attend him, who diagnosed the case as malarial fever com-
plicated with rheumatism. As the disease progressed, and the
condition of the patient did not improve, a second physician
was called in consultation, who appears held similar views to
those of the attendant. One or two physicians of the town were
casually met by the attendant, and invited to see the patient,
and "cheer him up," but declined being placed in the position
of a layman. The condition of the physician becoming critical
a third physician from a neighboring town, "eminent" (accord¬
ing to the local press), was called a few hours previous to the
death of the patient. About twenty-four hours after death, a
postmortem examination was made upon the body, and the
pathologic lesions of typhoid fever presented, consequently the
case was immediately reported to the local board of health as
death from typhoid fever. A recognition of typhoid fever, and
treatment accordingly adopted at an early stage of the disease
might have produced different results ; however it certainly
would have been more satisfactory to the attending physician,
unless he is so far behind the age as to believe that typhoid
fever is frequently dovetailed into malarial fever. This and
similar cases should lead the physician when called upon to
attend a brother physician, to examine him as carefully as an
ordinary patient, and never permit the views of the physician
patient to bias his judgment in forming a correct diagnosis.
Respectfully, J. F. Jenkins, M.D.
" Parasite and Host."
Philadelphia, Pa., Nov. 18, 1896.
To the Editor:\p=m-\Inreference to the paragraph in your edi-
torial of November 14 "Parasite and Host," in which you allude
to the abuses of the review columns of lay-published medical
journals, an instance has just come to my knowledge too oppo-
site to be omitted : The publishing house of one of our most
self-righteous and " honorable" journals recently got the author
of a book to review the later work of a rival author upon the
same subject. Instead of the review appearing after the usual
and necessary lapse of time required to weigh and value the
work judicially, it came out in the next issue of the journal
after the book had dropped from the press, and was made up
of snarling, fault-finding bumptiousness, derision and super-
ficial disingenuousness. The rival publisher and rival authorjoined hands and danced in murderous joy over their powerless
foes\p=m-\but what a spectacle of ignominy !
Yours, etc., M.
Treatment of Neurasthenia.
Key West, Fla., Nov. 18, 1896.
To the Editor:\p=m-\In your editorial "Physiologic Treatment
of Neurasthenia," October 31, you say, "The patient should
also be instructed to sleep on his side (this may be accom-
plished by having him bind a cigar box on the back, or by
tying a towel about the waist with the knot behind), etc."
Allow me to suggest a way that I have found more success-
ful and comfortable in several instances. Let the patient tie
a strip of soft but strong cloth to one side of the bedstead ;
lie on his left side (for instance) on the other side, extend his
right arm to its full length across his body and fasten the
right wrist with the free end of the cloth. It will be impos-
sible for him to lie on his back, yet have plenty of freedom in
other positions. Yours truly,
G. R. Plummer, M.D.
Information Wanted.
Brooklyn, N. Y., Nov. 21, 1896.
To the Editor:\p=m-\Whowas the writer of the following lines?
Can any of our readers cite for an inquiring friend their place
of publication?
" God and the doctor we alike adore,But only when in trouble, not before.
The trouble o'er, both are alike requited ;God is forgotten, and the doctor slighted."
R. M. W.
Location Wanted.
Nov. 12, 1896.
To the Editor:\p=m-\Willyou please send me such a list of
desirable vacant locations for a physician as you may have at
hand, or give me any other information you may have concern-
ing desirable locations. I am a graduate of the College of
Physicians and Surgeons of Baltimore, and have had some
practice at Indianapolis, Ind.
Thanking you in advance for any favor you may be able to
do me, and assuring you of my desire to return the same at
the earliest opportunity, I remain, yours truly, A. G. S.
PUBLIC HEALTH.
The Importation of Rags.—Dr. A. H. Doty, Health Officer of
the Port of New York, has sailed for the Mediterranean portsfor the purpose of studying certain sanitary questions. The
object of the trip is to enable him to thoroughly acquaint him¬
self with all the details regarding the precautions taken in the
various Mediterranean ports to prevent the spreading of con¬
tagious diseases. It is the intention of Dr. Doty to attempt to
inaugurate a system of baling rags in foreign ports under con¬
sular supervision, whereby the United States consular author¬
ities could conscientiously certify to their thorough disinfection.
The Health Officer expects to be abroad until the middle of
January. In his absence Deputy Health Officer Sanborn, who
has been in the Quarantine service since 1878, will have charge
of the entire business of the department.
Psittacosis.1
—
Several small family epidemics, resemblingpneumonia and proving fatal to all of the elderly persons
attacked, baffled the Paris physicians, until they discovered
that it was a microbian disease contracted from sick parrots.
1 See also an article in the Journal, June 15,1895, page 947.
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